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Green: Good for the Environment, Good for Business

Let's face it, green business is huge. Think five years back and
it was still something that several companies were skeptical
about getting into. Today, it seems to be becoming the norm.
People feel that they want to help the environment, and
businesses want to help the people. The rising price of oil has
only aided the need for alternative and generally cleaner
energy.

Either candidate for the Presidency, liberal or conservative,
plans some sort of action that encourages reducing our carbon
footprint with clean energy. Even if there is a lack of subsidies
for clean energy, the fact that oil is pricey and that it will likely
continue upward due to basic supply and demand factors
means that clean energy is getting more competitive and
attractive. These factors are shaping up to make clean energy a
great investment in the coming years.

Several funds have emerged with the wave of thinking green. |

prefer a couple that have been around for at least a few years.

The first, Winslow Green Growth Fund (WGGFX), was started in

2001 and has had the same manager since 2002. Although the
expense ratio is a little high at 1.49%, it has shown annualized
returns of about 25% over the last five years. ....

A good, more flexible alternative is PowerShares Wilderhill
Clean Energy (PBW) ETF. It was started about three years ago.
The index that it follows has had five-year annualized gains of
over 18%. With an expense ratio of .60% and a minimum
investment of only one share, PBW is a great way to invest in
clean energy for a small amount of money. PBW is currently
trading around $22 a share.



